IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 


re application of: 


Group Art Unit: 3616 


JEFFREY W. 


RONNE et al. 


Examiner: Laura B. Rosenberg 


Serial No.: 


10/087,500 


Filed: 


March 1,2002 


For: 


SNAP-IN ROOF RAIL AIR BAG ASSEMBLY AND 
METHOD OF INSTALLATION 


Attorney Docket No.: GP-301390 (GM0447PUS) 

DECLARATION OF JEFFREY W. RONNE and JEFFREY J. 
SCHIILTZ UNDER 37 C.F.R. S1.131 

Commissioner for Patents 

United States Patent and Trademark Office 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir: • 

1 . As stated in the attached Declaration and Designation of 
Correspondence Address filed with the Unites States Patent and Trademark Office on 
March 1, 2002 (Exhibit A), I am an inventor of the above-referenced invention. 

2. As stated in Question 1 of the attached Record of Invention 
(Exhibit B), the subject matter of the Record of Invention (which includes the subject 
matter of claims 1-5 and 7-1 1) was disclosed outside of General Motors on September 
15, 1999 and, therefore, was conceived no later than that date. The disclosure was made 
to an employee of Autoliv, Inc., a supplier of automotive air bag assemblies. The Record 
of Invention was signed by Jeffrey J. Schultz on March 26, 2001 and by Jeffrey W. 
Ronne on March 27, 2001. 


I hereby certify that this paper, including all enclosures referred to herein, is being deposited with the United States Postal 
Service as first-class mail, postage pre-paid, in an envelope addressed to Commissioner for Patents, United States Patent and 
Trademark Office, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 on: /) n . A | a , 


CERTIFICATE OF MAILING UNDER 37 C.F.R § 1.8 



Date of Deposit Name of Person Signing Signature 
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3. Notes of Mr. Schultz (Exhibit C, page 1) establish conception by 
Mr. Schultz and Mr. Ronne of snap-in clips permanently attachable to a roof rail with 
removable screws for servicing the air bag module no later than September 8, 1998. The 
Notes of Mr. Schultz (Exhibit C, page 2) further establish conception of the fastening 
portion and cushion retention tab subject matter of claims 1,7 and 10 no later than 
October 27, 1998. The Notes of Mr. Schultz (Exhibit C, page 3) further establish 
conception of the air bag module, air bag with cushion retention tab, snap-in clip with 
fastening portion and serviceability attachment feature as claimed in claims 1, 3, 4 and 10 
no later than September 21, 1999. 

4. Notes of Mr. Ronne (Exhibit D, page 1 ) dated November 1 0, 1 998 
describe a snap-in roof rail airbag assembly. The Notes of Mr. Ronne (Exhibit D, page 2) 
dated September 7, 1999 provide drawings of snap-in clips permanently attachable to a 
roof rail, selectively attachable to the cushion retention tab and having a fastening portion 
and a removable serviceability attachment feature as claimed in claims 1 and 10. The 
Notes of Mr. Ronne (Exhibit D, page 3) dated September 15, 1999 show all of the subject 
matter of claims 1-5, 10 and 1 1 installable under the method of claims 7-9. 

5. A physical embodiment of a roof rail air bag assembly having all 
of the elements and limitations of claims 1-5, 10 and 1 1 and installable under the method 
of claims 7-9 was first made in 1999. The model is no longer in existence and we are not 
in possession of any photographs of the model. 

6. During the time period between September 15, 1999 and March 
27, 2001, per request of Mr. Ronne and Mr. Schultz, design validation testing was carried 
out by Autoliv, Inc. an automotive supplier, and by General Motors Corporation. A brief 
description of the completed testing is found in response to question 10 of the Record of 
Invention (Exhibit B, page 3). 

7. Exhibit E is correspondence between drafting attorney Marc 
Malooley, Mr. Ronne and Mr. Schultz establishing diligent efforts in drafting and 
reviewing the application at least between September 27, 2001 and November 19, 2001. 

8 . Exhibit F is a letter dated January 7, 2002 indicating that the 
completed application was mailed to Ms. Laura C. Hargitt of General Motors Legal Staff 
on that date. 
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9. 


Exhibit G is a printout of information contained in General 


Motors' docketing system indicating that the General Motors Patent Review Board 
approved preparation of a patent application for the invention on July 20, 2001 . The 
Record of Invention was sent to Frederick Ritchie of the Brooks and Kushman law firm, 
Southfield Michigan (now of the Quinn Law Group, PLLC, Novi, Michigan) on August 
3, 2001 for preparation of the application. The completed application was received by 
General Motors Legal Staff on January 9, 2002. Documents associated with the filing of 
the application and requiring signatures, such as the Declaration and Designation of 
Correspondence Address (Exhibit A), were sent to Mr. Ronne and Mr. Schultz for their 
signatures on January 30, 2002. 

1 0. The acts relied upon to establish the date of invention were carried 
out in the United States. 

I understand that willful false statements and the like are punishable by 
fine or imprisonment, or both and may jeopardize the validity of the application and any 
patent issuing thereon. All statements made herein of my own knowledge are true and all 
statements made on information and belief are believed to be true. 
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DECLARATION 
and 

DESIGNATION OF CORRESPONDENCE ADDRESS 
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Exhibit A 
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As an inventor named below, 1 hereby declare that: 

My residence, post office address and citizenship are stated below next to my name. 

SNAP-IN ROOF RAIL AIR BAG ASSEMBLY AND METHOD OF INSTALLATION 

lh a,e rc ,ie«e4a»dn„ders-.hec^ 
amended by any amendment referred lo in tins Declarauon. 

patent issuing thereon. 


Address all communications to: 


o 
u 
a 

a 

w 


LAURA C. HARGITT 
General Motors Corporation 
Legal Staff 

Mail Code 482-C23-B21 
P.O. Box 300 
Detroit, MI 48265-3000 

Telephone: 313/6654710 


Inventor's signature 

Full name : 
Residence : 
Post office address: 


Inventor's signature 

Full name : 
Residence : 
Post office address: 



JEFFREY W 8 
SHELBY TWP., MI 
46291 MEADOWVJEW DRIVE 
SHELBY TWP., MI 48317 

JEFFREY J SCHULTZ 
SWARTZ CREEK, MI 
6083 THORN CLIFF DRIVE 
SWARTZ CREEK, MI 48473 


Citizenship: US 

iw O/dI/6 2. 

Citizenship: US 
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tot- 3013^0 


RECORD OF INVENTION 
Part 1 


•j , , rtkH^ure of vour invention with the minimum detail 
This Record of Invention (Part 1) ^^J 0 [%^^°^m 3 of engineering/business 
necessary for an initial evaluation by a Rev ew Boar ^ 
management & Legal Stafl 'P«onnrt ^ The ° — „. If the Review Board decries 

significance in determining the aPP'° P" at * ^° S *°™ Y d t0 prepare a Record of Invention (Part 2) 
to pursue a patent on your ,nvent,on yot i w, lb eW'M '° re P Nation of a patent application. If the 

£tf B «d^^^ 

disclosure for publication. 


Invention Title: 


"' pipase PRINT OR TYPE 


Inventor #f 

Name: 

Social Security No. 
Home Address: 


Citizen of. 

Salary □ Hourly Q Contract 



1 \ , r- . ^>.v GM Phone No. (8)- 


GM Address: 
Non-GM Employer 


"~ J " Phone .No. 


(Area Code) * Hunter 


Non-GM Employer-Address: 


p EST AVAILABLE COPV 
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RECEIVED 

G »ffioascoarowioN 

APS? 2 5 2001 

STAFF 


Inventor #2 

. * ' tT l -. !:..'.-/ . " ; Middle Ini 
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Citizen of. 


GM.Emp.oyee: , # Yes ° N °' K Sa,afy □ H <^ 


First N^g " -Middle Initial 
Social Security No. 
Home Address: 

GMUnit: AmpAaI ^ Wffl^M^ 

Hi c C tt'.thtil Mail Code: 

GM Address: if fa ^o^iLSt hmT } ri^-,^ J 

Non-GM Employer. __— — — " 



City ana State 

GM Phone No. (8)-| 

Centre*" Number 

FAX Number m : 
Phone No. 



(Area Code) + Numbe 


Non-GM Employer Address: 


Inventor #3* 

Citizen of. 

Name: _ 

First Name 
r Hal Security No. 


Middle initial Last Name „ ^^ nt „M 

GM Employee: Q Yes Q No □ Salary □ Hourly D Contract 


Home Address: ' " : City and State 

" Street 


GM Phone No. (8)- 


GMUnit: ift.»M^*** * — Centrex Number (Area Code) ♦ Number 

^ Ktoiirnrie- FAX Number: (8)- ft 

GM Address: f / : " * 3 


' Phone No. 


Non-GM Employer: , ~ (Area Code) ♦ Number 

* - 

Non-GM Employer Address; „ : city and state zip Code 


' If there are more than three (3) inventors on a ROI use the template at the end of this form. 


Rev 10/66 


File Number: r— 
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to the best of your knowledge. 
Answer the following questions, rwm^m, 8 « r"' toine y 

This invention has been or is expected to.be disclosed outside GM on: ^Jl^£\ . ll/03/oj 

This invention has been used or is committed to be used in production on: <6 3 C ^(mOtT& lA 

This invention has been offered for sale outside GM on: J^jh 

Was this invention made while working on a Government Contract? □ Yes $ No 

If yes, identify the government Contract No. ^ Oo.tlfiC G*r&tA 

Identify the product or process in which the invention is incorporated: Rail A/a Sa& Ajlcpctc. 

l^ZZVZ^Z^t^' *»* tenures consents, « steps o, tne invention 
including the environment or assembly in which the invention is incorporated. 
-E> fW* *~~V*c A* n^ & gfru fi ^ rtlnr I r ^s Ag£ W 

^ •o .w f -«~/.<pw« a /whwr^n ^ 

^^^^^ ^SSI^^S^ A cup ^ *****?f 


/W ^ ^^^ 1 31 \<w j CoZ 
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What are the competitive benefits to be reaiizecrtnrougn tne use or tnis invention? For example: cost, quality and 
performance improvements, new features and products, etc. 

- Frt-^r&y^ iX-^TSfe^e.^ C^CXc. "Tt<vli=. ] 

- Q\/t£j2.H6A£> Ui=r;*^ Of; 1£C>L- ts> iSlWi^.^TgE 


8. To the extent known, what alternatives exist for accomplishing substantially the same result of this invention? 


9. What are the technical benefits obtained, problems solved, and advantages realized over the alternatives identified 
in Item #8? 

« BU.^MTLS fei^fatN&AAtl C^CJZO^S Of £/QTEiZj^A TAtS. Q£»4iCL^ t>c e^6- f^Sc^VBL^ 

r^A^rV^ TtcA- — — 


What is the state of development of this invention? 
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I hereby assign this invention to General Motors corporation 
and authorize General Motors Corporation to file an application on my behalf. 


INV6NT0R - SIGNATUR 


INVENT^^GNATURE 


10/087,500 Exhibit B I 
Page 5 of 7 J 


(ALSO/PRINT NAME) 


(ALSO, PRINT NAME) 


3/2.-7 /< 


DATE 


INVENTOR - SIGNATURE 


(ALSO, PRINT NAME) 


This invention was reviewed and understood by me 


1st WITNESS - 


2nd WITNESS - SIGN 


SIGNATURE 


MM 


(ALSO PRINT JjTAME) 


,M a rc\ a rerir And rte^ 

(ALSO, PRINT NAME) 


%-X7-Of 


DATE 


RECEIVED 

GENERAL MOTORS CORPORATION 
APR 2 5 2001 

LEGAL STAFF 
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ppr_^, v%/ yl 

- ^fao^m^ ,CoAce!AS ydfjVi^ W-S 

■ T/s-tcilkirM concerns 
- AH S««P a^hmeni- R#A£ fysfrw 

/Vie A h ftVlcvy Hc&l/^'^X' 

'& C/Pf, r #Jp> V* 

MenlceS 
f- X 
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S^ppDcte &f OeYthp'^ clips 
■■■ Synhdrf 

— use. icf6iv5 h> -evf^J 

have, bo^/sc*^ >° o/} r<? UM 
6hulJ tabs ky/curiw/if&wi: 
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- l"W fcO^ \^^T \2alT£^TUs^ - 
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Marc Malooley - Re: Snap-In RRAB: Patent Application Draft Revisions w. . 


From: <jetfrey.j.schultz@gm.com> 

To: "Marc Malooley" 

Date- 11/19/2001 12:31 PM 

Subject: Re: Snap-In RRAB: Patent Application Draft Revisions 

CC: <jeffrey.w.ronne@gm.com> _____ 


Marc, 


Everything looks good from this end, thanks for all of your help. Feel 
free to conlact me at any time with any questions you may have. 


Sincerely, 
Jeff 


"Marc Malooley" <MMALOOLEY@brookskushman.com> on 11/16/2001 06:18:31 PM 
To: Jeffrey J. Schultz/US/GM/GMC@GM, Jeffrey W. Ronne/US/GM/GMC@GM 
Subject: Snap-In RRAB: Patent Application Draft Revisions 


Gentlemen: 


Per my conversation with Jeff Ronne earlier this week, I revised the application 
to make it clear that the bracket is not an essential feature. 

This involved changing the »Claims»-i.e the eleven , numbered paragraphs on 
oases 8 and 9. In addition, there are three paragraphs on page 4 (high gntea 

Z attached revision) that were changed to match the claims. Final y I 
added specific language regarding the non-essential status of the bracket, this 
is found on page 6, also highlighted in the revision. 

I took the opportunity to tighten up some other areas, but *e important 
revisions are the two highlighted areas in the specification (mam text) and the 
claims on pages 8 and 9. 

Please review the attachment to see if it better captures your invention. Your 
comments e n W ave been very helpful and I look forward to hearing from you. Thanks. 


file://C:\WINDOWS\TEMP\GW}00001 .HTM 
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From: 
To: 
Date: 
Subject: 


Marc Malooley 
jeffRonne; JeffSchultz 
11/9/01 9:53AM 

Snap-In RRAB: Patent Application Draft 
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Jeff A 2: 

Here's the draft of the application in MS Word format. ^® !"^ uded the drawings in PDF format 
can follow the numbering in the "Detailed Description sectron. 

P,ease make changes as necessa* to either the text or the drawings; I looK forward to your comments. 


--MFM 
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From: Marc Malooley 

To- jeffrey.w.ronne@gm.com 

Date- 10/29/01 11:19AM 

Subject: Re: Patent Application - Roof Rati Air Bag 

Jeff: 

I've attached two views of the RRAB that I will be using in the application. Can you have your draftsmen 
convert these 3-D renderings to line dwgs? 

,t will help my draftsman when he prepares the formal drawings for filing with the Patent Office^ If you 
can e-mail me the drawing files (which should be a manageable size in 2-D), that would be best. 
Howeve" T^XZsL with sending out actual drawing files, "JPEG's" w,ll a.so work. 

Thanks again. 
--MFM 


jeffrey.j.schultz@gm.com 
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Mar cMalooley-Re: Finalizing Dwgs , . 

From: <jeffrey.w.ronne@gm.com> 

To: "Marc Malooley" 

Date: 10/19/2001 8:09 PM 

Subject: Re: Finalizing Dwgs 

CC: <jeffrey.j.schultz@gm.com> 


Marc, 


I have reviewed the attachment. I believe it accurately reflects the 
information from the two views I sent you. 


Thank you, 
Jeff 

810-234-3406 


"Marc Malooley" <MMALOOLEY@brookskushman.com> on 10/18/2001 

To: Jeffrey W. Ronne/US/GM/GMC@GM 
cc: 

Subject: Finalizing Dwgs 


Jeff: 

In case you didn't get my voice mail message: 

,'ve attached a sectional view of the snap-in assembly. I tried to combine both 
views you sent me into one dwg. 

Please let me know if this matches the configuration of the actual device. Once 
we get thisTnalized, I'll have a draft of the application for you and Jeff 
Shultz to review. Thanks again. 
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From: <jeffrey.w.ronne@gm.com> 

To: "Marc Malooley" 

Date: 10/8/01 1:29 PM 

Subject: Patent Application • Roof Rail Air Bag 

CC: <jeffrey.j.schultz@gm.com> 


The following attachments will hopefully meet your needs concerning our patent 
application. I apologize for the amount of time it took to generate these 
files. Please review and let either myself or Jeff Schultz know if you need 
additional information or pictures. 

Thank you for your help, 

Jeff 

810-234-3406 

Forwarded by Jeffrey W. Ronne/US/GM/GMC on 10/08/2001 

01:20 PM 


JokoWinarto <cz5w2s@naeng.gm.com> on 10/08/2001 11:26:29 AM 

To: Jeffrey W. Ronne/US/GM/GMC@GM 

cc: 

Subject: 


file://C:\temp\GW}00001.HTM 
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From: <jeffrey.w.ronne@gm.com> 

To: "Marc Malooley" 

Date: 10/2/01 8:15 AM 

Subject: Re: Snap-in Roof Rail Air Bag 

CC: <jeffreyj. schultz@gm.com> 


Mark, 

I have reviewed your pdf file. Jeff and I should be able to provide you with 
the detail you are asking for. Unfortunately, due to some off-site meetings, I 
will not be able to get the information back to you until Friday. If you need 
anything else in the interim, please let me know. 

Thank you, 

Jeff 

810-234-3406 


file://C:\temp\GW}00001.HTM 
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From: 
To: 
Date: 
Subject: 


Marc Malooley 
jeffrey.w.ronne@gm.com 
9/27/01 3:03PM 
Jeff: 
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Jeff: 


Attached are a couple of sample drawings that will give you an idea of what would be good to include 
with your patent application. 

The first, labeled Fig. 1 , shows the interior of a vehicle with a side air bag assy, installed. In this figure, 
the air bag is deployed (something we do not want to show in our drawing.) In general however, this is 
what is needed: a drawing that shows the snap-in air bag as appears after installation. This merely 
illustrates the relationship between your invention and its surroundings. 

The next page shows "Fig. 3 and Fig. 4". It would be beneficial to show a sectional view of a roof rail 
with the snap-in assembly installed. Again, this is just additional detail as to how the snap-in clip 
interfaces with the roof rail, and where the air bag hangs in relation to it. 

If you can provide these two drawings-one with the vehicle interior and one showing a sectional side 
view-it will enhance the description of the invention, and make it easier to understand. You can e-mail, 
fax, or mail the drawings to me. 

Once these two drawings are incorporated, I will provide you and Jeff Shultz with a copy of the 
application draft, so that you can both make comments. 

Thanks for your assistance in this matter; I look forward to hearing from you. 


-MFM 


P.S. I would have cc'd Jeff Shultz, but did not have his e-mail address. 
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,nt Agar, 


Mark 0. Chuey. f 
Stephanie M. Mansfield, Ph.D. 
John D. Russell, Ph.D. 
Robert C. Jones 
Matthew R. Mowers 
Matthew M. Jakubowski 
Marc Lorelli 


January 7, 2002 


Ms. Laura C. Hargitt 
General Motors Corporation 
300 Renaissance Center 
MC 482-C23-B21 
P.O. Box 300 

Detroit, Michigan 48265-3000 


Re: U.S. Patent Application 

SNAP-IN ROOF RAIL AIR BAG ASSEMBLY 
AND METHOD OF INSTALLATION 
Inventors: Jeffrey W. Ronne et al. 
Your Ref.: GP-301390 

Our File: GMCE 0119 PUS 


Enclosed for filing in the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office are the following: 

1 Patent application with drawings and reference number list, 

2. Prior art references (U.S. Patent Nos. 5,458,367; 5,803,486; 5,988,735; 
and 6,082,761); and 

3 . Diskette with application and drawings (in Word format) . 

Also enclosed are two sheets of original color drawings that were requested to be returned 

This application was prepared by Marc Malooley. The drawings have also been e-mailed 
Please contact me if you have any questions or comments, or ,f you require anything 


to Dave Leland. Please contact 
further. 


Very truly yours, 

BROOKS & KUSHMAN P.C. 


Christopher W. Quinn 


CWQ/kd 
Enclosures 
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